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Think about it, if we didn't have the Bible, we
would have no idea what's going on. Why
we're in this obviously bad situation of life on
planet earth. It would all be opinion and
speculation. But thank the Lord, he has given
us the back story of what's really going on,
and why. The reason? So we won't be
deceived by Satan's tactics. We're aware.

And the story the Bible tells about what's



really going on is epic!
War in heaven

War is the last thing we think of when we
think of heaven! But it happened. And the
reasons for this war, and the consequences
of it, tells us all we need to know about this
Great Conflict we are all in.

At the National Memorial held on the Friday
after 911, Billy Graham, on Sept 14, 2001,
said, "I've been asked hundreds of times in
my life why God allows tragedy and suffering.
| have to confess that | really do not know the
answer totally, even to my own satisfaction..

The Bible absolutely provides a true and
reasonable answer to this question. It also
answers basic questions that most people
want to know,

O Why are we here?

What's the purpose of life, my life?
Where is God in the pain?

Why do bad things happen to good
people?
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The Bible paints a very clear picture of God, of
his character. And the extent to which He will
go to save us, and fight for us. We also see
the power of the Enemy opposed to us, and
the mess we're in.

All of this and more is unfolded throughout
the Bible, and especially through prophecy,

There's a war going on, | think we all know it.
An epic battle, with the future of the universe
for all of eternity in the balance. The stakes
couldnt be higher!

At it's core, it's a spiritual battle, with obvious
consequences

Ephesians 6:12

For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms.

The Beginning of our Trouble



Lucifer was the highest angel in heaven, a
created being,

Ezekiel 28:15 NKJV
You were perfect in your ways from the day
you were created,

He had it all. He was the highest angel in
heaven, and had the adoration and respect of
the other angels. Scholars believe he was the
leader of the angelic choir, praising God

continually. Emmence responsibility was his,
and with direct access to God,

Ezekiel 28:13-15
[13] You were in Eden, the garden of God;



Every precious stone was your covering: The
sardius, topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, and
jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with
gold. The workmanship of your timbrels and
pipes Was prepared for you on the day you
were created. [14] “You were the anointed
cherub who covers; | established you; You
were on the holy mountain of God; You
walked back and forth in the midst of fiery
stones. [15] You were perfect in your ways
from the day you were created, Till iniquity
was found in you.

However, somewhere along the way, sin was
found in his heart. He wanted God's throne.
More importantly, he wanted the worship that

can only belongs to God. He wanted to be
God.

Ezekiel 28:15

You were perfect in your ways from the day
you were created, Till iniquity was found in
you.

Isaiah 14:13-14
For you have said in your heart: ‘| will ascend
into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the



stars of God; | will also sit on the mount of the
congregation On the farthest sides of the
north; | will ascend above the heights of the
clouds, I will be like the Most High.

Why was iniquity found in him? The Bible
doesn't say, but we do understand about free
will, and will discuss this below.

And so Lucifer and his angels were banished
from heaven,

2 Corinthians 6:14
For what fellowship has righteousness with

lawlessness? And what communion has light
with darkness?

Revelation 12.7-12

Why didn't God just destroy Lucifer? Make an
example out of him in front of the entire
watching universe and all the angels. And end
the rebellion right then and there.

The answer to this question is at the heart of
the Great Controversy.



God respects our freedom of choice above all
else. Without free will, love isn't love.

God had to find a way to prove that Lucifer's
accusations again Him were false. Nothing
makes a lasting impression like something
being demonstrated.

Lucifer and his fallen angels were allowed to
try things their way, and see how things work
out. They were sent to this earth, according to
Rev 12.9 "cast to the earth’

With the entire unfallen universe watching,
Satan's accusations again God will either be
proven true or false. God's character, His
government and His worthiness of our
worship are all at stake in this Great
Controversy that you are a part of.

Satan and the fallen angels who followed him
were banished to this newly created earth,
disquised as a beautiful serpent, with his
sights set on Adam and Eve, and the human
race.

Genesis 3



If you think about it, Worship is based on
Trust, and this is what the serpent attacked.

"Did God really say?”



9. Why was eating a piece of fruit such a
bad thing that Adam and Eve were
removed from the garden?

To him who knows to do good and does
not do it, to him it is sin (James 4:17).
Whoever commits sin also commits
lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness (]
John 3:4).

Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man
has become like one of Us, to know good
and evil. And now, lest he put out his
hand and take also of the tree of life, and
eat, and live forever’' He drove out the
man; and He placed cherubim at the
east of the garden of Eden, and a
flaming sword which turned every way,
to guard the way to the tree of life
(Genesis 3:22, 24).

Lucifer wanted the worship and trust that only
God is entitled to! And so beginning in the
Garden of Eden, he began his deception of
mankind, leading Adam and Eve away from



trusting God, and hence, away from true
worship. The very first thing the serpent said
to Eve in Gen 3:1 was "Did God really say...?"
Thereby undermining God's Word.

And ever since Satan has been using this
same tactic. Making us believe that God's
Word, His Commandments, and even God's
clear way He wants us to worship Him, is
arbitrary, and unimportant. A few examples,

Matthew 4:8-10 KJV

18] Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them; [9] and saith unto him, All these things
will | give thee, if thou wilt fall down and
worship me. [10] Then saith Jesus unto him,
Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve.

Just chose the way YOU want to worship, and
that will be fine, Satan would have us believe.
And this issue gets to the very heart of the
Great Controversy.. who, how, why and even
when do we worship? Do we worship God's



way? Or our own way, the world's way, man's
way? Do we worship the Creator God,
Yahweh, or do we ultimately worship Satan?

The story of Cain and Able in Genesis 4 tells
the story of true worship vs false worship.

In the end, the world will be divided into two
camps, all based on worship,

Revelation 13:4 KJV

And they worshipped the dragon which gave
power unto the beast: and they worshipped
the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast?
who is able to make war with him?

6000 years and counting, with this earth as
the showcase... we have the misery, pain,
suffering and death of Satan's way... telling us
all we need to know. God's point is proven
through this earth's history, and through each
of our lives.

Every changed life vidicates God



YOUR changed life will prove to the watching
universe that God's way is the right way. And

never will sin rise again.. Because we have
learned the lesson,

Revelation 21:4 KJV

And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.



Ezekiel 36:26
And | will give you a new heart, and a new
spirit | will put within you.

Galatians 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me.

But for now, Satan is in control of this earth

John 14:30 KJV
Hereafter | will not talk much with you: for the
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing

In me.



6. Where is Satan’s present
headquarters? How does he feel about

people?

The Lord said to Satan, ‘From where do
you come?’ So Satan answered the Lord
and said, ‘From going to and fro on the
earth, and from walking back and forth
on it (Job 2:2).

Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and
the seal! For the devil has come down to
you, having great wrath, because he
knows that he has a short time
(Revelation 12:12).

Your adversary the devil walks about like
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour (1 Peter 5:8).

Satan deceives

Revelation 12:9 KJV

And the great dragon was cast out, that old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out



into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him.

11. How effective are Satan’s
temptations and strategies?

Satan convinced: one third of the angels
(Revelation 12:3-9): Adam and Eve
(Genesis 3); all but eight people in
Noah's day (1 Peter 3:20). Almost the
entire world follows him instead of Jesus
(Revelation 13:3). Many will be forever |ost
because of his lies (Matthew 7:14; 22:14).

Answer: Satan’s success rate is so
astoundingly high that it is almost
unbelievable. He deceived a third of
God’s angels. In Noah's day, all but eight
people on the earth were decelived.
Before Jesus comes the second time,
Satan will appear as an angelic being,
posing as Christ. His deceptive power will
be so great that our only safety will be in
refusing to go see him (Matthew 24:23-
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will protect you from Satan’s deceptions
(John 10:29). (For more on Jesus’ second
coming, see Study Guide 8.)

God gives us wisdom and insight into Satan's
plans, strategies and schemes. He does not
leave us alone!

Revelation 1:3 KJV
Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear
the words of this prophecy, and keep those

things which are written therein: for the time
Is at hand.

Daniel 12:4 KJV

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and
seal the book, even to the time of the end:

many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased.

John 17:16-17 KJV

116] They are not of the world, even as | am
not of the world. [17] Sanctify them through
thy truth: thy word is truth.

1 Samuel 17:47 KJV



And all this assembly shall know that the
LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for

the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you
into our hands.

Amen



