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LESSON 12 March 15-21

Love and Justice: The Two
Greatest Commandments

1 John 4:20 KJV

If a man say, | love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen?



T hough we have confidence that God will make all
things right in the end, it still matters what we, as
Christians, do in the here and now. Though there may
be many injustices and evils that God will not now
eradicate (due to the parameters of the cosmic
conflict), this doesn't mean that we can't be used to
help alleviate whatever suffering and evil we come
across, at least to whatever degree possible. In fact,
we are obligated, as Christians, to do just that.

As we have seen, love and justice go together; they
are inseparable. God loves justice. Accordingly, if we
love God, we will love justice, as well.

Likewise, if we love God, we will love one another.
Part of loving one another is sharing a concern for the
well-being of those around us. When others are
afflicted by poverty, oppression, or any kind of
injustice, we should be concerned. When others are
oppressed, we should not turn a blind eye. Instead, we
should ask ourselves what we can do, individually and
corporately, to advance God's love and justice in a way
that reflects to our broken world our Lord's perfect
character of righteousness and love.

Love is the foundation of God's character and
His the Kingdom @



1 John 4:8 KJV
He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God
is love.

From the opening sentence of the Conflict of
the Ages series, P&P she writes "God is love"..
to the final sentence of the Great Controversy,

"From the minutest atom to the greatest
world, all things, animate and inanimate, in
their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy,
declare that God is love.” GC

John 3:16 KJV

For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.

The theme is like bookends with her
masterpiece series of original books.. God is
love.

Steps to Christ, Ch 1



Such love is without a parallel Children of the heavenly King!
Precious promise! Theme for the most profound meditation! The
matchless love of God for a world that did not love Him! The thought
has a subduing power upon the soul and brings the mind into

captivity to the will of God. The more we study the divine character in

the light of the cross, the more we see mercy, tendemess, and

forgiveness blended with equity and justice, and the more clearly we
discern innumerable evidences of a love that is infinite and a tender

pity surpassing a mother's yearning sympathy for her wayward child

Ephesians 3:17-19 KJV

[17] that Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in
love, [18] may be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height; [19] and to know the love
of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with all the fulness of God.

"You may study that love for ages, and yet
you can never fully comprehend the length
and breadth and depth and height, of the love
of God." Signs of the Times, 1904



March 16

The Two Greatest Commandments

To reflect on what we might do, individually and
corporately, to advance God's love and justice in our
world, it is appropriate to begin by focusing on what
God has commanded us.

Read Matthew 22:34-40. How did Jesus answer the
lawyer's question?

Read Matthew 22:34-40

= (O Make no mistake about it.. this entire
scene was a trap for Jesus. Will the
same traps be waiting for us in the near
future?

O Where was the trap in the lawyer's
question?

= O Why was Jesus's answer the perfect
answer? It Is Written!

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 KJV

[4] Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one
LORD: [5] and thou shalt love the LORD thy
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might.



Leviticus 19:18 KJV

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge
against the children of thy people, but thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: | am the
LORD.

= O What is the common foundation of
each of the two greatest commands? It
goes deeper

= O Jesus gave a whole new way of looking
at the Law.. the vertical and the
horizontal, which is a holistic way of
viewing the great controversy. Why?



MONDAY March 17

The Two Greatest Sins

According to Jesus Himself, the two greatest
commandments are love for God and love for one
another. And carrying out these commands involves
sacrifices that tangibly show love to others, which is
what following in the footsteps of Jesus is really
about.

Now, if the two greatest commandments are love for
God and love for others, what are the two greatest
sins?

Read Ps 135.13-19

Exodus 20:3-6 KJV

[3] Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
[4] Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth: [5] thou
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve
them: for | the LORD thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me; [6] and



shewing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments.

= O Why exactly is the sin of Idolatry the
opposite of the first greatest command

Matthew 6:24 KJV

No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else
he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Jeremiah 31:34 KJV

And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the LORD: for they shall all know me,
from the least of them unto the greatest of
them, saith the LORD: for | will forgive their
iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.

Answer this question,

How do you explain why love for God cannot be

separated from love for others? How do you
understand this unbreakable ink?



1 John 4:20 KJV

If a man say, | love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen?

Whst's a biblical example of stepping in and
standing against oppression, and showing
love, kindness and mercy? Read John 8.3,11

TUESDAY March 18

God Loves Justice

Scripture declares that God loves justice and hates
evil (for example, Ps. 33:5, Isa. 61:8), and He is deeply
concerned about injustice, which evokes righteous
indignation on behalf of all those who are the victims
of injustice. Throughout the Old and New Testaments,
God is consistently passionate in favor of the
downtrodden and oppressed while expressing
righteous anger against the victimizers and
oppressors.

Read [



Psalm

82

= O Vs 1-2 indicates this is long time
injustice
= O Vs 3-4 speaks directly to James 1.27

James 1:27 KJV

Pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world.

= O Vs 5echos John 1:5 "And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not."

= O Vs 6-7 seems to be addressing the fall
of Lucifer, see Is 14.12. Pride

= O Vs 8is the call for justice!

Revelation 6:10 KJV
and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not



judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth?

The righteous who are staying this are these
people .

Micah 6:8 KJV
He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good,;
and what doth the LORD require of thee, but

to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God?

Revelation 14:4 KJV

These are they which were not defiled with
women, for they are virgins. These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he
goeth. These were redeemed from among
men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the
Lamb.



WEDNESDAY March 19

Called to Establish Justice

The prophets in Scripture continually highlight God's
call for justice in society. Over and over again,
Scripture does not shrink back from highlighting
issues of injustice and oppression. Indeed, the call for
God to bring judgment was itself the call for God to
establish justice.

Why is there injustice?

"The gospel of His grace alone can cure the
evils that curse society. The injustice of the
rich toward the poor, the hatred of the poor
toward the rich, alike have their root in
selfishness, and this can be eradicated only
through submission to Christ. He alone, for
the selfish heart of sin, gives the new heart of
love.” Christ's Object Lessons, pg 254

So it would seem that as a church, our best
opportunity to make a difference in society is
bringing the Gospel to lost people first and
foremost. The Holy Spirit changes the heart
and attitudes. In the meantime, when we see
iInjustice, we stand against it! We represent



Jesus on this earth. See 2 Cor 5.20

Isaiah 1:17 KJV

learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow.

One day WE will be on the receiving end of
Injustice,

Before the Courts

Those who live during the last days of this
earth's history will know what it means to be
persecuted for the truth's sake. In the courts
injustice will prevail. The judges will refuse
to listen to the reasons of those who are loyal
to the commandments of God because they
know the arguments in favour of the fourth

146

commandment are unanswerable. They will
say, "We have a law, and by our law he ought
to die.”" God's law is nothing to them. "Our
law" with them is supreme. Those who
respect this human law will be favoured, but
those who will not bow to the idol sabbath
have no favours shown them.--ST May 26,
1898.



Matthew chapter 23 is the Woe chapter. He
does not mince words with Israel’s religious
leaders who were practicing injustice against
their own people! This statement below is
crucial,

Matthew 23:23 K|V

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,

hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint
and anise and cummin, and have
omitted the weightier matters of the
law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these
ought ye to have done, and not to
leave the other undone."




